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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

A method and apparatus for positioning a tong comprises a piston and 
cylinder assembly and a mounting assembly therefor. The mounting assembly is 
mounted on a support beam in the drilling derrick and the piston and cylinder 
assembly is pivotally mounted on the mounting assembly. The piston and cylinder 
assembly can be pivoted between an operative position in which it can be extended 
and retracted to move a tong towards and away from a string of tubulars, and an 
inoperative position in which the piston and cylinder assembly extends along an 
upwardly extending axis with part of the piston and cylinder assembly disposed to 
either side of the mounting assembly. 
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